THE PARISH COUNCIL OF ST MARGARETS-AT-CLIFFE

(Before commencement of the meeting, there will be an opportunity for the public to ask questions – this will commence at 6.45 p.m. for 15 minutes).

The Annual Meeting of the above Parish Council is convened for MONDAY 9TH MAY 2011 in the Channel Room, St Margaret’s Hall, Reach Road at 7.00 p.m.

AGENDA

(1)   Election of Chairman of the Parish Council for 2011-2012.


(2)   Election of Vice Chairman of the Parish Council for 2011-2012.

(3)   Election of a representative to serve on the County Association of Local Councils.


(4)   Election of two representatives to serve on the Area Committee of KALC.


(5)   Election of a representative to attend meetings of Action with Communities in Rural Kent.

(6)   Representative for Village Hall Management Committee.


(7)   To appoint the Responsible Financial Officer for 2011-2012.

(8)    To agree subscriptions to be renewed for forthcoming term of Council.


(9)   Confirmation of the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th April 2011.


(10)  Declarations of Interest.


(11)  Community Warden.


(12)  Clerk’s Report, including matters arising from previous meeting.


(13)  Planning:-       (a)  To ratify the planning decision below, and (b) to consider applications.


(14)  Finance and Accounts, to include:

Consideration of quotations re electric work at Kingsdown Road Pavilion.

(15)  Correspondence.

(16)  Reports from Councillors/Advisers, to include:

Football Club – maintenance – Cllr Fielding.

Alexander Playing Field – consideration of Play Area proposals.

CCTV.

(17)  To consider individual Councillors areas of responsibility.

(18)  Village Maintenance and Matters affecting the Parish, to include: Playing Field Inspection.

(19) Matters arising not already covered.


Monday 2nd May 2011





Jane Cook









Clerk to the Parish Council

PLANNING
To ratify the following application, delegated from previous meeting:-

DOV/11/00257
Erection of a detached garage and associated vehicular access –




Holly Lodge, Cripps Lane




No comment

NEW APPLICATIONS
DOV/11/00258
Erection of an attached dwelling (existing store to be demolished) –




The Old Bakery, High Street

DOV/11/00268
Erection of a shed –




Coastguard Public House, The Bay

DOV/11/00270
Renewal of planning permission DOV/07/01044 for the erection of




2 two bedroom dwellings (existing garages to be demolished) –




Land off Well Lane

TC/11/0002

Repollard five trees –




Red Lion Public House

- 1 -
THE PARISH COUNCIL OF ST MARGARETS-AT-CLIFFE

Minutes of the Ordinary monthly meeting of the above Parish Council held on Monday 11th April 2011 in St Margarets Hall, Reach Road at 7.30 p.m.

Present:   B Paul (in the chair), S Liggins, D Hart, A Fielding, T Purchase, J Harris, S Ford.  Apologies for absence received from Cllrs G Rapley and J Rayner. County Cllr Steve Manion in attendance.

	1. Confirmation of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 14th March 2011 –

   The minutes, having been circulated to all members, were confirmed as a correct 

     record and signed as such by the Chairman.  


	

	2.  Declarations of Interest – None declared on agenda items.

	

	3. Community Warden 

· Brief monthly report given by Gordon.  Had today undertaken a general pothole inspection with Kent Highways representative.  Transco are to investigate again gas leak in Reach Road, near Reach Close.  Cllr Harris reported problems with trials bikes using footpaths, and possibly Alexander Field – Gordon confirmed he will investigate and report as necessary.

	

	4.  Clerk’s Report


· Re Burial Ground – additional fees agreed – (re Garden of Remembrance).
· Water standpipe at Burial Ground now repaired – plumber fee included in Mr Miller’s expenses.
· One tender received for Grazing Rights – under Finance.
· Sue Mummery at DDC re streetlights – Cllr Paul together with District Cllr Ward to undertake.
· Litter bin for Burial Ground now with Ian Miller – invoice under Finance.
· Further supply of dog waste bags received – invoice under Finance.
· Grasscutting contract confirmed.
· Re Lotinga Shutters for KGV Pavilion – company required credit account to be set up – necessary paperwork completed.  Club has painted toilets (exc disabled toilet).
· Replied to DDC re 3 objections in order to go to Committee to remain, plus mention made that PC feels greater weight should be assigned to their responses.
· All Sports Club responses received and sent to David Parish Trainee Architect at DDC.
· Teething problems with Planning Public Access System – now will go completely electronic with effect from June.
· Met with 3 electricians at Bowls Club building – under Finance.
· Spoke to Gordon re vehicle parking on Royston Gardens/Reach Road junction – this is a Police matter but he can/will put an advisory notice on.
· DDC have put bollards in place at exit from village car park.
· Contacted Tim Owen at AONB re sign – all designed to have black backs – this has now been completed.
· Mr Miller – Dick Dunkley garage to cease selling fuel.  IT WAS RESOLVED that Mr Miller may purchase fuel at petrol station and present with his expenses – Mr Miller to obtain VAT receipt.
	Clerk to prepare new sheets and liaise with Registrar

Clerk to monitor and place on agenda

Clerk to speak to Mr Miller
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5.  Planning

The following decisions were duly ratified:-

DOV/11/00158
Erection of a rear dormer roof extension and Juliet balcony –




1 Florinda Cottages



No comment

DOV/11/00166
Erection of a rear dormer roof extension, attached double garage




with office and construction of a vehicular access together with




associated landscaping alterations and reinstatement of chimney 




stacks (existing garage to be demolished) –




The Mount, 22 Granville Road                   No comment

DOV/11/00175
Erection of 2 detached dwellings and construction of a vehicular




access with associated parking (existing office, garage and side




extension to be demolished) –




Invicta, The Droveway       

                                            Recommend refusal to this bulky development which 

                                            constitutes an over-development on a small site.

                                            The housing density is 38 per hectare which is

                                            considered too high for this section of the village where

                                            parking is limited and the visual aspect if already at risk.

                                            We believe this development would have a detrimental

                                            effect on this area of St Margarets.  The proposed

                                            arrangements for access and parking incorporate

                                            inadequate provision for forward visibility and limited

                                            space for vehicle manoeuvring, resulting in an

                                            unacceptable reduction in highway safety.

DOV/11/00127        Erection of a detached dwelling (existing dwelling to be

                               demolished) –  45 Granville Road         
                                           Positively support but note disappointment that building

                                           only meets Level 3 of the Sustainability Code

The following decisions were taken on the applications considered:-

DOV/11/00195       Erection of a single storey rear extension –

                               99 Kingsdown Road                                             No comment
DOV/11/00202        Erection of two storey and single storey extensions

                               to northeast elevation –

                               Bockhill House, Chapel Lane                               No comment

The Clerk was delegated to deal with the following application:-

DOV/11/00257        Erection of a detached garage –

                                Holly Lodge, Cripps Lane                                    No comment
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6.  Finance  

The following cheques were passed for payment (Cllrs Liggins/Ford):-

KALC – annual subscription

Wybone Ltd – litter bin for Burial Ground

BioBags (Scotland) Ltd – dog bags

Vurley Fencing – KGV Play Area

Mr I Miller – contract/extra hours/expenses/Registrar fees

Jane Cook – March 11 salary

Jane Cook – expenses

H M Revenue & Customs

Petty Cash

PRS for Music – Licence re Play Area Open Day

Receipts:-

Credit interest – Instant Access Account       £0.74

Credit interest – Youth Fund                          £2.34

Advice received 7/4/11 that £60,000 Precept credited to account.


	£931.04

£132.47

£161.90

£1,800.00

£1,125.50

£758.01

£39.11

£158.04

£36.80

£30.32

£5,173.19
	

	a. Clerk provided report on end of year finances.  IT WAS RESOLVED that the accounts for the year ended 31st March 2011 be adopted (Mr C Sumner and Mrs J Poulter).  The Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2011 was duly agreed and signed by Chair and Clerk.


b. Cheque for £57.43 payable to British Telecom, paid since last meeting, was duly ratified.


c. IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council would meet 50% of the cost of this work – total price £2,200 – Football Club to meet 50%.


d. One tender for Grazing Rights at Old Bottom Freedown received at £1,050.00 from Braeside Stables.  IT WAS RESOLVED that this be accepted.  The Parish Council will not be offering the land for tender for the year commencing April 2012 and Clerk to advise Jane Driver accordingly.  Also Clerk to request that the electrified fence surrounding the re-seeded area be removed.


e. Additional and ongoing fees agreed for Garden of Remembrance at the Civic Cemetery.  Clerk to provide sheets to Registrar.  Re letter of authority provided to Registrar re removal of items, clause to be added from Burial Ground regulations re artificial flowers.


f. IT WAS RESOLVED that new PC be purchased for Clerk, as existing computer is 9 years old.  Clerk to investigate cost, together with new laptop for planning at meetings.


	Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal with contractor

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal
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7.  Droveway Gardens

· Copy correspondence received from Ian Ward-Dutton, Chair of the School Governors re the above, from resident of Droveway Gardens,  concerning the School’s desire to see re-classification of the footpath to a route to allow cyclists. Witness statements x 7 attached in support.

· PC had previously decided not to take forward due to little supporting evidence provided.

· Clerk was asked to contact Spokes (provided by Cllr Manion) to seek their guidance on whether the right of way is suitable for reclassification.

· Clerk to write to Mr Ward-Dutton advising that we will investigate and advise further.

	Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

	8.  Correspondence
· Tracy Evans – emails re Play Area.

· Bradleys – re Bowls Club – Cllr Paul suggested that meeting with Bowls Club members be arranged with new Councillors.

· Colin Sumner – emails re ER23 and ER24 – link + email re Millennium yew trees + email re Reach Road Pond.  It was agreed that PC would be happy to accept one yew tree at the Burial Ground – Mr Sumner to liaise directly with Registrar.

· Richard Pollard DDC re Car Park exit, Reach Road – new bollards in situ.

· Steve Manion – email re BBC – Digital Reception Advice + Trading Standards advice.  Cllrs advised that reception is still poor and Cllr Manion will re-address.

· Abi Robinson, DDC Planning re Public Access system – system will go live from June 2011.

· David Randall/Cllr Ian Ward re Bay telephone kiosk – DDC has written to BT to request that the option of placing a kiosk in The Bay is re-visited.

· Paul Whitfield, DDC Housing Initiatives Manager – re future Affordable Housing – meeting held with Paul, Alison Thompson of ERHA.  Needs survey would be first step, through Liaison with Action with Communities in Rural Kent.

· Oast to Coast magazine.

· Dover District CPRE Protect Kent Newsletter.

· Thank-you letter from Trustees of Patrol Memorial for S137 Grant.

· David Whittington DDC – letter re PC’s request to add site adjacent to Collingwood Road to the Site Allocations in LDF.  Next opportunity to put sites forward likely to be November/December this year.

· KCC – advice that Don Covus, Area Supervisor for Community Wardens, is being replaced by Nick Thistle w.e.f. 18th April.

· Laura Cory, St Margarets Nursery re S137 Grant – they are unable to build the greenhouse applied for but it was agreed that they are free to spend the £250 provided in improvements to the garden and outside area.

· Colin Sumner – email re problems experienced with new on-line Planning system with DDC.

· Parish News Issue No. 353.


	Clerk/Chair to Liaise

Clerk to monitor

Chair/Clerk to take forward

Clerk to advise
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9.  Reports from Councillors / Advisers
· Cllr Manion advised that the proposal re pavement alterations at Chapel Lane/Sea Street junction is due to go to the Joint Transport Board this week.

· Cllr Fielding advised that the Football Club structure is likely to change and suggested that meeting with representatives is held over until next month.


· Colin Sumner – re link to footpath at Old Bottom Freedown – PROW are now taking forward.  Clerk was asked to write thank-you letter to Mr Alistair Lyon for his assistance in agreeing to this alteration to the definitive map.

· Advised that Kingsdown with Ringwould PC is also proceeding to try and establish a Right of Way for walkers/riders to link between St Margarets and Kingsdown.  Clerk asked to place item in Parish magazine seeking evidence of use.

· Mr Sumner raised question re electric fence in situ on grazed land at Old Bottom Freedown.  Clerk is to request that this be taken down.


· Cllr Liggins reported that the official Open Day for the new KGV Play Area is 12th June.  There is a potential problem with the footpath to the Play Area, but contractor advises surface should be suitable when compacted.  Originally Type 1 surface was promised and it is possible this was not used, and that a tarmac surface may need to be put on top.  Cllr Paul will visit site when work has been completed.

· Cllr Liggins provided copies of plans proposed by Tracy Evans for the Alexander Field, involving new play equipment.  She had applied for this via a grant and had not sought PC prior approval.  Clerk was asked to place this for consideration on next agenda.

· Cllr Fielding stated that PC member(s) must be present when Playdale install new play equipment to ensure that all is installed correctly.  Cllr Liggins will investigate installation date.  

· Cllr Harris stated that PC must approve planting before anything is commenced – Cllr Liggins will speak to Tracy Evans in this respect.

· Clerk was asked to write to Mick O’Hare expressing the PC’s thanks for his help in levelling the surface.


· Cllr Paul stated that speakers at next year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be asked to keep their speeches to 10 minutes.


	Clerk to place on agenda

Clerk to write

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

Clerk to place on agenda

Cllr Liggins to deal

Clerk to write

	10.  Village Maintenance and Matters affecting the Parish
· Clerk had been contacted by Alan Blackburn at Kent Highways following report of lack of cycle markings in Kingsdown Road.  Cllr Harris had checked and could only report that there are no road markings at The Freedown end or near the School, and lines at Red Lion junction need renewing.

· Cllr Paul agreed that at the inception of the new Council next month, she will explain the roles of Clerk and Maintenance Contractor.

· Cllr Paul express her thanks to retiring Councillors Harris, Liggins and Paul for their many years of service in the Parish Council.

· Cllr Hart extended his thanks to the 3 retiring councillors, who between them had served the Parish Council for over 50 combined years.
	Clerk to advise


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.45 p.m.

Confirmed:




Chairman 



9th May 2011

Correspondence received prior to meeting 

9th May 2011
· Emails from Colin Sumner/Alistair Lyon/Laura Wilkins PROW Officer re Footpath ER41.

· Emails from Tracy Evans re current situation at KGV Play Area.

· Tony Lamb – email (feedback form from website) re Chapel Lane Pond.

· Countryside Access Service – re Public Right of Way Clearance contracts.

· Cllr David Hart – email for clearance/work dates in the South Foreland Valley.

· Ian Ward-Dutton – email re School Governors Report.

· McCabe Ford Williams – re PAYE service.

· Fields in Trust – Annual Report and AGM advice.

· Steve Bass, Football Club – email re proposed works at the Alexander Field.

· Michelle Cooper – re KALC Area Committee meeting.

· Alan Blackburn, Kent Highways – reply re Kingsdown Road road markings.

· Thank-you letter from Sue Clark, Pegasus re S.137 Grant.

· Kent Wildlife Trust magazine.

· CPRE Field Work magazine.

· NALC Legal Briefing re Standards of Conduct of Members of Local Authorities.

