THE PARISH COUNCIL OF ST MARGARETS-AT-CLIFFE

Minutes of the Ordinary monthly meeting of the above Parish Council held on Monday 12th April 2010 in St Margarets Hall, Reach Road at 7.00 p.m.

Present:   B Paul, D Hart, J Harris, S Liggins, S Ford, J Rayner, T Purchase, A Fielding.  Apologies received from G Rapley.

The Chairman agreed to alter the order of the agenda, with items taken as follows:-

	1.  Bowls Club


· Cllrs Paul, Hart and Harris, together with Clerk had attended meeting with Mr Mike West, Architect re proposed move of Bowls Club building.  Clerk read out letter received from Bowls Club, asking that a staged programme of repairs be put in place.  Cllr Rayner felt the tone of the letter was a little strong and did not help the ongoing relationship between the Club and Council – Mrs Burville advised the Club felt frustrated at the time taken to achieve any move.  

· Mr West, on consultation with Planning Officer Rachel Elwood, felt that the Planners would be likely to turn down any move to the Collingwood Road site, given the change of use from agricultural land required, together with what they describe as “village creep” outside the Village Confines.  

It was proposed from the Chair that, in accordance with advice received, Mike West be given the Parish Council’s go ahead to prepare plans and submit a planning application to Dover District Council for a re-build of the bowls club on the current site in Kingsdown Road.  PROPOSAL UNANIMOUSLY APPROVEDD.


· Cllr Harris had spoken to Sarah Philpott, Sports Development Officer at DDC, who was supportive of the Council’s proposal for a new-build.  

· The building would have to fit within the current “footprint” of the building.

· Clerk was asked to email Mr West with the Council’s decision.

	Clerk to deal

	2.  Confirmation of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 8th March 2010.
The minutes, having been circulated to all members, were confirmed as a correct record and signed as such by the Chairman.  


	

	3. Declarations of Interest
· Cllr Fielding declared an interest in the planning application DOV/10/00131 re the Cliffe Hotel.


	

	4. Police Officer / Community Warden – 

· PC Robson currently on leave, Gordon unable to attend meeting.
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5.  Play Area, King George V Field
· Councillors had considered presentation document prepared by Tracey Evans (St Margarets Play Action Group).


· Plan was felt to be generally good; provision of extra space may be an issue.


· Following insertion of article in Parish Magazine re the proposed youth shelter, Clerk advised that 3 letters had been received all in opposition.  It was therefore proposed that the funds held in this account be utilised in improving the play facilities.  Youth Fund currently stands at £8,649,.63.  The Parish Council would need to write to Mr A Gould asking for his views on this change, as much of the money was donated by him following his London Marathon run.


· Tracey stated she was looking to obtain £15,000 from the Parish Council.  This could not be achieved in the current financial year but it may be possible to phase the work.


· All Councillors are in favour of Tracey Evans’ proposal in principle, and Clerk was asked to place item on agenda for next meeting re financial input.  Cllrs Liggins and Purchase will liaise with Tracey Evans in taking proposal forward.


	Clerk to write to Mr Gould

Clerk to place on agenda



	6.  Clerk’s Report

· Nothing received from Oatmor Harris re tennis courts, despite meeting by Cllrs Paul and Hart.  Clerk asked to write again asking how the company proposes to take this forward.
· All new litter bins now in place, one further invoice under Finance.  Cllr Rayner advised that bin in Sea Street, opposite Hope Inn, have been removed.  Clerk was asked to check if this will be replaced.
· Noticeboard now received – Ian Miller will erect as and when he is able.
· Clerk had approached DDC Parking Services – they will provide parking permit for BOTH car parks before May (to include trailer) in respect of Mr Miller.
· Have not received any further approach from Cricket Club re electricity for Mr Miller and assume this is not being pursued.
· Football Club had posted copies of accounts (not yet received).  Request for reimbursement re replacement lock at Pavilion – IT WAS RESOLVED that this could be met with Clerk to seek copy of invoice.  Also Club to provide keys for Council.
· Verti-drain work done at Alex Field – invoice under Finance for £252 + VAT.
· Denise Roffey had responded re footpath requests – enforcement of width at Lighthouse Road ER33 difficult as width not determined; ER276 – asks if PC is aware of owner of adjoining fields in order to approach them re water run-off scheme.  This is believed to be the St Margarets Bay Trust.  Clerk to advise.
· Nothing heard from Annaliese Mortlock at Kent Highway Services following meeting with Chair.
· Gill Gray, DDC – re railings in the Bay – quotation for work being sought.  Re The Endeavour Centre – a works order is in place to replace damaged shingles.
· Clerk will write to residents at The Cottage in Knotts Lane advising of Council’s contact by resident re the current state of the road – Clerk to ask what their view is re their position as regard this unadopted road.


	Clerk to write

Clerk to deal

Clerk to await

Clerk to seek copy invoice and replacement keys

Clerk to advise

Clerk to write
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1. Planning
The following decision was duly ratified:-

DOV/10/00125        Erection of two detached dwellings and construction

                                of vehicular access (existing dwelling to be demolished) –

                                Franconia, The Droveway                                         No comment
The following decisions were made on the applications considered:-

DOV/10/00131        Renewal of planning permission DOV/07/0466 for

                                the erection of one detached dwelling –

                                Land R/O Cliffe Hotel, Cripps Lane                          No comment

                                (Cllr Fielding declared an interest and did not vote)

DOV/10/00135        Erection of a detached garage –

                               The White House, 3 St Margarets Road                   No comment
DOV/10/00214       Erection of a single storey rear and side extension

                               and infill of existing porch (existing side extension

                               to be demolished) –

                               Little Banks, Kingsdown Road                                 No comment
The Clerk was delegated to deal with the following application:-

DOV/10/00232       Installation of two rooflights –

                               7A The Granville, Hotel Road                                  No comment


	

	2. Finance
The following cheques were passed for payment (Cllrs Liggins/Ford):-

Petty Cash

Miss B J Paul – expenses re Training Day

St Margarets Hall – re Sure Start workshops

Dover District Council – litter bin

KALC – Annual subscription

Pinpoint Presentation Ltd – noticeboard

British Telecom – office telephone

Viking Direct – stationery

C & W Groundcare Ltd – work at Alexander Field

Jane Cook – salary for March 10

Jane Cook – expenses

H M Revenue & Customs – Clerk PAYE/NIC + Council NIC

Mr I Miller – labour March 10 + expenses

R Dunkley – re Ian Miller garage account

Receipts:-  

Credit interest – Youth Fund               £1.06

Credit interest – Instant Access A/c    £0.87

Natural England grant                         £26,150.00


	£44.84

£43.27

£99.38

£157.73

£909.12

£339.58

£66.28

£142.14

£296.10

£655.54

£24.83

£92.87

£686.07

£31.50

£3,589.25
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a. Payment of cheque to Dover District Council for £30,726.25 re staged payment for scrub clearance works was duly RATIFIED.


b. No electricity invoice from Cricket Club, so payment of proportion to Mr Miller not to be pursued.


c. Payment of cheque to Agricare for £189.46 re saw blades for clearance equipment was duly RATIFIED.


d. Cllr Fielding advised that proposed Development Plan document may be suitable for on-line completion, giving no cost.  Further work to be done on document.


e. IT WAS RESOLVED that the Parish Council would not take forward proposal to erect street nameplates for Alexandra Road.


f. Grazing tenders – Clerk advised that no tenders yet received.


g. IT WAS RESOLVED to request Mr W Purdy to remove tree behind 29 The Freedown and behind Cledge, The Avenue at total cost of £500.  Work to trees at Reach Road Pond to be left for time being.


h. IT WAS RESOLVED to request C & W Groundcare Ltd to undertake over-seeding and top dressing of goalmouths and centre circle at total cost of £860 at the Alexander Field.


i. IT WAS RESOLVED that the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 be agreed by the Council and was duly signed by the Chair and Clerk.


	Clerk to arrange

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

	3. Correspondence
· St Margarets Bowls and Social Club – letter re Kingsdown Road premises.
· St Margarets Football Club – email re dugout/pavilion etc + re AGM.
· Christine Waterman – email re proposed Royce memorial – advises that this will not now be taken forward.
· Chris Oakley – email re Public Liability for coaching at tennis courts – Council insurance does not cover Club activities.
· Mr P Elms – email in response to magazine article re proposed Youth Shelter – opposes the proposal and suggests money is spend on updating play equipment.
· Josie Newman, White Cliffs Countryside Project re work in South Foreland Valley – final invoice to be receives shortly in sum of £21,250 + VAT.
· Mr Chris Little – letter re proposed 20mph speed limit in Kingsdown Road enclosing letters of support and petition.  Clerk was asked to send this to Annaliese Mortlock and keep Mr Little informed.
· KALC – Agenda for Dover Area Committee meeting 15 April 2010.
· Parish News – Issue No 346 25/3/10.
· Revd Diane Fawcett – acceptance re speaking at Annual Parish Meeting.
· Colin Sumner – email re South Foreland Valley – Cllr Hart had replied.
· Balfour Beatty – re A20 HGV overtaking ban trial.

	Clerk to advise

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal



	- 5 -

· Mr Bill Currie – email re Sustainable Development Policy – provided to Cllr Fielding who felt this was a useful response.
· Mr P Dawkins – reply to our letter re CCTV.
· Mr C Bailey – letter re Development Policy following meeting – no return address provided (letter placed in Dover Express postbox).
· Mr N Aziz, DDC Chief Executive re St Margarets Lodge.
· KCC Environment and Waste – re VG121 and VG52 confirming boundary and exclusions.  Clerk to provide copy for Cllr Hart.
· Mike West – email re Bowls Club – meeting undertaken last week.
· BTCV – email re future courses for Pond maintenance etc – Cllr Purchase will speak to her husband and advise on attendance.
· Mr Colin Sumner – email re proposed youth shelter – opposes this idea and suggests money be spent on updating play equipment.
· Mr and Mrs K Lea – letter opposing idea of youth shelter on Glebe Field
· Mr K Hadman – email opposing idea of erection of street nameplates for Alexandra Road.
· Mr G Pickering – letter asking if trees near The Freedown junction with Kingsdown Road can be removed by Mr Miller.  Cllr Hart will inspect these and report.

	Clerk to copy

Cllr Hart to deal



	4. Reports from Councillors/Advisers
· Cllr S Manion advised that Kent Highways’ work on potholes continues.  Had emailed Clerk with details of increases in local bus fares with effect from 2 May.


· Cllr Hart reported that he needs to attend a course on tree stump treatment and will advise re cost (expected at around £40).  He is still awaiting Health and Safety advice re the proposed safety fencing.  Prohibitive signs should be erected in the Valley in the next week.


· Cllr Fielding provided copies of suggested Development Plan/Village Design Statement.  As regards public consultation, he mooted idea of on-line consultation.  Document still requires work and will report again.


· Clerk asked to place piece on Parish magazine asking for return of energy monitors.


· Colin Sumner advised re ER33, had been liasing with Denise Roffey re installation of barrier to prevent motorbikes – agreed that Mr Sumner could take this forward.  Re ER39 along side of “Dawn Cliff” – Denise Roffey to arrange meeting to investigate position of footpath to re-define.  Footpath at end of Kingsdown Road opposite steps from The Freedown – waymarker requested.


· Cllr Purchase reported clearance work undertaken on Ponds, with rubbish gradually being cleared.  She asked if PC would be undertaking a further litter-pick this year as Scouts would be interested in being involved.  Although PC has no such plans, they would support the Scouts if they wanted to arrange something.

	Cllr Fielding to deal

Clerk to deal
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11.  Village Maintenance/Matters affecting the Parish
· Cllr Rayner reported that sign at end of Kingsdown Road showing “no through road” needs replacing.


· Cllr Rayner noted poor state of bench placed at Village Hall – this is responsibility of the Hall and Cllr Hart will take this to the Hall Committee.


· Playing Field inspection undertaken by Cllr Liggins.  Generally in good order, but 10th step on slide needs replacing as wood is starting to split; rubber mat under igloo now split in two places; Alexander Field surface looking very hard.


· At entrance to site at end of Well Lane, large hole means cans are finding it difficult to access garages.  Clerk to investigate owner of site and write.


· Cllr Paul had received an approach from the St Margarets Bay Trust re the flower bed in the Bay, asking if the Parish Council would like to take on the ownership/maintenance of this item.  Council not to prepared to take this on.


· Clerk to write to Trust to take forward the idea of the Parish Council leasing/renting the Glebe Field.


· Clerk was asked to write a letter of thanks to Mr Morgan at Rhino Plant re all the work completed in the South Foreland Valley.


· Clerk had provided Councillors with a copy of notes taken from a telephone conversation with Mr J Watts re the grazing land at Old Bottom Freedown and the water supply.  Clerk was asked to write to Mrs Driver (who has signed the tender documents in the past), stating that the PC assumes Mr Watts is acting on her behalf.  Mr Watts asserts that some grazing was lost last year due to the installation of power cables by EDF – Clerk to ask for idea of what percentage of grazing was lost so that consideration of partial refund can be given.  Clerk to affirm that the tender states that no water supply is provided with the grazing, also not sure what Mr Watts refers to when mention is made of fencing.  Clerk to note that no tender for coming year has yet been received.


	Clerk to report

Cllr Hart to deal

Clerk to liaise with Wickstead re rubber surface

Clerk to deal

Clerk to advise

Clerk to deal

Clerk to write

Clerk to deal


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.

Confirmed:




Chairman 



10th May 2010

Correspondence received prior to meeting 

10th May 2010
· Colin Sumner – email re ER33/motorcycle barrier.

· Action with Communities in Rural Kent – re Village of the Year 2010.

· Kent Highway Services – re Weather Damage Repairs to roads.

· Ian Ward-Dutton – email re Droveway Gardens – redesignation.

· Julie Burville – email re Bowls Club

· Kent Highway Services – re Petition for 20mph speed limit in Kingsdown Road.

· Richard Pollard DDC – email re litterbin in Sea Street.

· Tony Falluto – email re re-arranged AGM for Football Club.

· KCC – letter re changes to consultation procedures for Planning Applications.

· Chairman DDC – invitation to Chair for Rolls Royce event 6 June 2010.

· Mark Jones, Oatmor Harris re Tennis Courts.

· Mike West – email re planning application for Kingsdown Road premises.

· Emails – Tracey Evans re Play Area.

· Annaliese Mortlock, Kent Highways re Knotts Lane.

· Richard Heaps, Kent Highways re Traffic Surveys.

· Agricare – re credit account.

