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THE PARISH COUNCIL OF ST MARGARETS-AT-CLIFFE

Minutes of the Monthlyl meeting of the above Parish Council held on Monday 12th September 2011 in St Margarets Hall, Reach Road at 7.00 p.m.

Present:   B Paul, D Hart, A Fielding, T Porter, C Little, S Little, T Purchase, J Rayner, M Haslam.  

District Cllr Morris and County Cllr Manion also in attendance.

During Public Question Time, Mr Clayton raised the issue of the Well Lane development.  It was confirmed that the Parish Council is still considering the options and will continue to pursue the matter.  Cllr Morris confirmed he would be willing to be involved in further discussions.

Mr Wells raised question of “no camping” sign on gate 9 in South Foreland Valley.  Stated that vehicles driving towards the Lighthouse are not using nominated roads as satnav sends cars the wrong way.  Agreed to contact National Trust in this respect.

Mr M Thompson raised question of “Millfield” enforcement notices and appeal.  Cllr Morris reported on appeal process.  Mr Thompson commented that he felt it “incredibly poor form on the part of the Parish Council to remain silent” in respect of not being involved in the enforcement process.

1.  Confirmation of Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held 11th July 2011
     The minutes, having been circulated to all members, were confirmed as a correct 

     record and signed as such by the Chairman.  




2.  Declarations of Interest – None declared on agenda items.




3.  Planning
The following applications were delegated with a “no comment” response since the July meeting:

DOV/11/00668
Demolition of existing dwelling – 45 Granville Road

DOV/11/00644
Erection of four front and rear dormer roof extensions –




1 Florinda Cottages, High Street

DOV/11/00590
Erection of a rear conservatory extension and enlargement




of rear window (existing conservatory to be demolished) –




Mayfield Cottage, 1 Sea Street

DOV/11/00619
Conversion to single residential dwelling and erection




of a rear conservatory extension –




17 Droveway Gardens

The following comments were made on the applications considered:-

DOV/11/00744
Change of use to tearoom and erection of 1 1.8m 

                                close boarded fence – West Cottage, The Front    Positively support

DOV/11/00745
Internal alterations to facilitate change of use

                                to tearoom and erection of a 1.8m close 

                                boarded fence –




West Cottage, The Front                        (application withdrawn)
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DOV/11/00699
Installation of two LPG tanks and associated concrete plinth –




Wallets Court, West Cliffe                                     No comment

TC/11/00072

30% crown reduction to three Sycamore trees –




Granville Hotel Site, Hotel Road             Defer to Anne Russell

TC/11/00075

Ongoing maintenance to one Yew tree: 

                                cut back branches overhanging High Street, 

                                and when necessary, to give clearance for 

                                pedestrians and vehicles –


`

Vine Cottage, High Street                       Defer to Anne Russell

Well Lane – Cllr Fielding and Cllr Hart had been in contact with DDC re the present development, which is believed to be built without relevant planning permission.  Clerk was asked to write to DDC asking that they take enforcement action this week, or the Parish Council will consider taking further options available.  Mr Parness thanked the PC for their support.

Millfield – District Cllr Keith Morris confirmed that current position viz DDC have issued 4 enforcement notices re illegal activity, which are now subject to appeal.  DDC are using a consultant to prepare their report to the Planning Inspectorate, with Inspector then to make final decision.  It was agreed that the salient points made in the previous statement made by the Parish Council could be sent to DDC for their information.


Clerk to write

Clerk to deal

5.  Finance

Payments totalling £5,349.92 made during August were duly ratified.

The following cheques were passed for payment (Cllrs Paul/Purchase):

Petty Cash

Thanet Waste Services Ltd – spoil removal re KGV Play Area

Audit Commission – Audit fee

Playsafety Ltd – ROSPA inspection/report

St Margarets Hall – Litter Pick Day and Footpath Walk

Jane Cook – salary for August 2011

Jane Cook – expenses

H M Revenue & Customs – Clerk PAYE/NIC + Council NIC

Mr Miller – labour/Registrar fees/materials

Miss B J Paul – expenses re Litter Pick catering

Receipts:

VAT Refund                                   £9,636.20

Burial Ground Fees                       £187.00

Lottery Funding                              £3,109.00

Credit Interest                                 £1.54

Community Group re Play Area     £800.00

Awards for All Grant                       £4,403.00


£34.00

£1,008.00

£660.00

£115.20

£60.00

£730.07

£21.40

£80.97

£1,161.48

£31.69

£3,902.81
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· Report of external Auditor received on Annual Return, reporting “on the basis of our review in our opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant  legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”.


· IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the quotation for removal of 2 Ash trees in Kingsdown Road from Hartlee Tree Surgery in the sum of £420.


· One estimate received re railings for Millennium Oak at the Burial Ground in sum of £522.90.  Clerk to seek quotations in this respect.


· IT WAS RESOLVED that payment of Lynne Hopwood be reviewed before next Cricket season, with Clerk to approach Lynne re willingness to undertake next year.


· IT WAS RESOLVED to increase the hourly rate for Maintenance Contractor Mr Ian Miller by 5% to £12.60 per hour, with effect from 1/10/11/   Councillors provided with copy of Mr Miller’s maintenance agreement for consideration – this will be up for renewal at end of four year term in April 2012.


· IT WAS RESOLVED to increase Clerk’s pay rate to £12.60 per hour.  IT WAS RESOLVED that Clerk’s contract with effect from inception in March 2002 to include entitlement to receive a Retirement Gratuity in lieu of pension, in accordance with Government guidelines and in accordance with the pertaining Lower Earnings Limit at date of retirement.


Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal


Clerk to deal

Clerk to advise Mr Miller

6.  Droveway Gardens - Footpath
· Cllr Little had been in liaison with Graham Ruslin at Kent Highways concerning the School’s desire to have the footpath redesignated to include cycles.  Cllr Little outlined 3 options:

1. PC to stick with previous decision not to pursue redesignation.

2. PC to undertake public consultation to gauge strength of support/opposition to redesignation.

3. Application to be taken up through Kent Highways, to undertake an assessment to determine if route is suitable for a “cycle track” only.

· IT WAS RESOLVED that PC undertake application for assessment through Kent Highways.


Clerk to deal

7.  Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacon

· Parish Council had learned that the Lighthouse beacon will be switched on during the Jubilee celebrations, therefore felt that a separate beacon would not be pursued.
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8. Bowls Club – Lease
· Councillors and Clerk met with members of the Bowls Club on 22nd August, with Club seeking to renew the current lease early – expires 2016.

· Minimum term by Club suggested of 35 years.  

· Clerk was asked to write to PC’s Solicitor to raise question.

· Club also raised question of current windows and whether these could be replaced with double glazed units – this would required planning permission.

· Clerk asked to chase Tom Clayson to seek current position on re-wiring work being undertaken.

· Clerk to seek quotations for repair to crack over back door.


A. Clerk met with Mr Sherred at Bradleys on 6th September, where various issues were discussed.  

B. Clerk to await Mr Sherred’s written advice before arranging meeting with Councillors.

C. Clerk provided with letter from Bowls Club today 12th September (dated 8th September) sent via PC Chair.  Clerk to provide copy of this letter to Bradleys.


Clerk to seek quotations

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

9. Grazing – Old Bottom Freedown
· Letter received from Jane Driver at Braeside Stables expressing disappointment that the Parish Council had advised her it is to withdraw grazing at Old Bottom Freedown with effect from next year.

· This move was brought about by approach from members of the public regarding access to the land and current system of creating paddocks for horses.

· PC had been in liaison with Natural England regarding this situation, and must await their advice before taking matters forward.


Await advice from Natural England

10. Correspondence
· DDC Environment and Corporate Assets – re Recycling Event – attended by Cllr Little.

· KALC re Dover Area Committee Meeting – attended by Cllr Porter.

· Colin Sumner email re footpaths + email re Millfield.

· Mr Miles Thompson re Millfield / PC statement.

· Email from KALC re Government Consultations on Local Planning Regulations – Clerk to reply noting that it is felt PC opinion should carry more weight in planning matters.

· Colin Sumner re problems with Dexter cattle in South Foreland Valley – WCCP aware and dealing.

· Peggy Harbidge – thank you email.

· Colin Sumner – re Derek Holmes

· Tracy Evans – email re Play Area / goal nets – to be discussed later.

· List of Notes/ Actions from meeting to discuss Traffic Management in Sea Street held by School – traffic speed check to be taken forward.

· Tracy Evans – email re Play Area / spoil removal – now undertaken.

· 
Clerk to report
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· Gordon Measey – re High Street lay-by – Clerk already dealt.

· Copy letter from Mr J Fitt re Salisbury Road access – to be held on file.

· Camilla Harley – invitation to PC to view History Society archives – Councillors will liaise with Society.

· Mr J Pottock – re land outside Post Office, asserting this is likely property of current development site.

· Rev D J Gilchrist – re benches / inscriptions.

· DDC Chairman’s Office – invitation to Chair for Council’s Civic Service 21 October – Cllr Hart to attend.

· Kent P.F.A. – re Annual Meeting.

· Fell Reynolds – re The Old Vicarage and Cricket Ground.

· Action with Communities in Rural Kent – re Annual Meeting.


Clerk to liaise with Mr Gilchrist

Clerk to respond stating insurance for damage rests with Club

11. Football Club
· Cllr Fielding had spoken with Club members yesterday.  Club has arranged for cleaner/linesman to attend to Pavilion/Field.

· 2 Agreements put forward, these to be agreed and signed by St Margarets Football Club and Walletts Court Football Club, with a copy setting out responsibilities to then be given to each team captain.

· It was suggested that perhaps Mr Miller could look at maintenance through the summer, during non-playing season.

· Agreed that a plaque in memory of Bill Hay could be affixed to the Pavilion.


Cllr Fielding to liaise with Club

12.  Reports from Councillors/Advisers
· County Cllr Steve Manion advised that next meeting of the Transportation Board was to look at question of zig-zag markings and yellow lines near School entrance.

· Advised that Members funding meeting should now take place on 29th October, rather than 1st as originally advised – details to follow.

· Cllr Hart reported on activities in South Foreland Valley – more volunteers needed for ongoing scrub clearance work.

· Cllr Purchase and Pond volunteers hope to carry out some improvement works to the Reach Road Pond in the near future, with further planting of spring bulbs.

· Cllr Fielding reported that funding is to be made available for the preparation and introduction of Neighbourhood Plans.  The Energy Group has meetings over the next 4-6 weeks arranged with prospective investors in the biomass generator.
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· Cllr Porter provided summary of his meeting at July KALC Dover Area meeting.  Advised that next year subscription rates are due to increase.


· Cllr Sara Little had attended the Waste and Recycling meeting at Sandwich, although timing for roll-out of new system unclear.  Successful litter clearance day held yesterday; Cllr Little hopes to be involved in litter clearance event with Beavers/Scouts in near future in the South Foreland Valley.

· Cllr Paul had been in liaison with Cricket Club re the proposal to site a goal net/basketball net at the King George V Field.  Letter in strong opposition received from the Cricket Club which was read out by Cllr Paul.  Cllr Paul will advise Community Group that this cannot be installed at the King George V Field.

Cllr Paul to deal

13.  Village Maintenance / Matters affecting the Parish
· Clerk to advise Cllr Manion of suggested sites for salt bins.


· Affordable Housing Review – report now received and further meeting with Tessa O’Sullivan of Action with Communities in Rural Kent to be arranged.

· Cllr Little reported a broken chain at the Dover Patrol Memorial, Lighthouse Road, with Clerk asked to advise National Trust.

· Cllr Rayner reported continued problems with lights being on in the public toilets at village car park, during closed hours.  This has been reported to DDC several times before and Councillors are to keep a note for a week of problems seen.

· Cllr Hart proposed and it was agreed that he could run course in operation and maintenance of 3 brushcutters.  Wantstone Farm have a free room which could be used in this respect and Cllr Hart will investigate cost here.  Agreed that safety Wellingtons/inner socks could be purchased, dependent on cost.  

· Cllr Hart has been invited to Calais to see first-hand how they manage their chalk grassland areas.  He will investigate cost and report.


· Cllr Hart reported problem reported by cricket umpires during recent matches at the King George V Field.  Recent game was interrupted four times due to people walking across the pitch from the Well Land entrance.  It was agreed that notices could be placed at Well Lane entrance asking walkers to walk around the pitch when a game is in play.  If problem persists, consideration may have to be given to closing Well Lane gate during matches.

Cllrs Hart and Little will liaise with Paul Jaconelli at DDC re proposed waste/dog bins in South Foreland Valley.

· Cllr Hart asked that idea to plant boat on the roundabout at top of Bay Hill be done through the Parish Council – application currently with Kent Highways for permission.

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

Clerk to deal

Cllr Hart to deal

Cllr Hart to deal

Cllrs Hart and Little to deal

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.15 p.m.

Confirmed:




Chairman 



10th October 2011

Correspondence received prior to meeting 

10th October 2011
· Barry Finch DDC re bench at The Lookout.

· Oast to Coast magazine.

· Tracy Evans – re football posts etc.

· Tony Falluto – re Football Club cleaning etc.

· Jane Poulter – re speed identifier, Reach Road.

· Tracy Evans – re Footpath ER276 Droveway Gardens.

· Colin Sumner – re Ash tree, Well Lane.

· British Red Cross – letter re volunteers / fund raisers.

· KALC – Agenda for meeting 20th October.

